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Sexton on pace for career high numbers during his senior season 



By Austin Earl 
the collegian 



Senior wide receiver Cur- 
ry Sexton is proving that per- 
severance and intelligence can 
pay off in college athletics. Af- 
ter coming to K-State in 2011, 
he is seeing himself get in- 
volved in the game plan more 
each week. 

"My physical limitations 
aren't going to change," Sexton 
said. "I'm not going to grow, 
I'm not going to get any fast- 
er, I'm not going to be able to 
jump any higher. But being 
able to run good routes, find 
soft spots in the zones and just 
being smart on the field is the 
way I've been able to have a 
decent career." 

Sexton's journey began 
in Abilene, Kansas where his 
hard work earned him a spot 
on the field in his first year 
of high school football. His 
high school coach Jeff Geist 
said that his intelligence was 
immediately evident when he 
walked in the door freshman 
year. 

Sexton proved just how 
smart he is on the field to his 
coach in a junior varsity game. 
It was his freshman year and 
Abilene was trying to milk the 
clock to earn a victory over 
Clay Center. 

"Curry said 'Coach, they 
know we're just trying to run 
the clock out, let me take it 
around the end, no one will be 
there'" Geist said. "He just saw 
that and he knew it. Then he 
went 90 yards for a touchdown 
and put the game away. He saw 
the alignments, he knew where 
to lineup, and it was just kind 
of fun to see that." 

Sexton continued to play 
well throughout his high 
school career and earned all- 
state honors as a cornerback. 
He also helped lead Abilene to 
two league championships. 

As his time in high school 
began to wind down. Sexton 
was faced with a crucial life 
decision. He had the opportu- 
nity to pursue a degree from 
Harvard University and he also 
had the chance to go to K-State 
and play football. 

"That's one of those tough 
decisions to walk away from," 
Geist said. "But the kid had 
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Senior wide receiver Curry Sexton tries to gain yardage after a catch during the third quarter of the Wildcats' 20-14 loss to Auburn on Sept. 18 in Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 



a dream, and that dream was 
K-State. I knew no matter 
where he'd go, he was going to 
get a great education because 
he was going to put the time 
and effort in for it to make it 
happen for him." 

Sexton has made the most 
of his academic endeavors in 
Manhattan. He is a three-time 
first-team Academic All-Big 
12 member. Playing a colle- 
giate sport and doing well in 
the classroom is a tough task, 
but Sexton gets it done. 

"Being in this program, 
you're really taught time man- 
agement." Sexton said. "Coach 
Snyder, at the start of every 
semester, gives us a sheet that 
lists the hours of the day from 



6 a.m. to 10 at night. He tells 
us 'fill it out, what are you go- 
ing to do with this hour? Every 
hour, what are you doing?' I 
think that allows me to un- 
derstand that when I get done 
with practice, I can't go home 
and lay on the couch. I have to 
go home and I have to do my 
homework." 

Sexton has learned a lot in 
his time at K-State. He gets the 
unique opportunity to impart 
that wisdom into his younger 
brother, Collin, who is a soph- 
omore wide receiver for the 
Wildcats. 

Collin, like his brother, 
was very successful in high 
school at Abilene. He earned 
all-state honors in his junior 



and senior years , and broke six 
school receiving records be- 
fore graduation. 

"It's awesome," Curry 
said. "It's fun to watch him 
play. I probably get more ex- 
cited when he makes a tackle 
than he does. It's been fun to be 
out there on the field with him. 
I know my parents enjoy the 
heck out of it." 

Curry's play so far this 
season has been something that 
all K-State fans can enjoy, not 
just his parents. His success 
in college has not come easy, 
though. 

In his freshman and soph- 
omore season, he played in a 
total of 22 games, but saw lim- 
ited action. Over his first two 



years. Sexton accumulated just 
11 receptions for 117 yards and 
one touchdown. 

He went through a two 
year stretch at K-State without 
scoring a touchdown. Before 
scoring twice against Texas 
Tech this season, his last touch- 
down catch was on Sept. 8, 
2012 when the Wildcats played 
Miami. In fact, in that one 
game against Texas Tech, Sex- 
ton had more yards and touch- 
downs than he did through his 
first two years combined. 

The newfound production 
from Sexton is not something 
that comes as a surprise to se- 
nior quarterback Jake Waters. 

Waters said at Big 12 
Media Days that he expected 



to look to Sexton more often 
this season when second team 
all-American Tyler Lockett is 
covered. 

Sexton is on track to blow 
through his previous season 
bests. Through five games, he 
has 28 receptions for 335 yards 
and two touchdowns. In 13 
games last season, he had 39 
receptions for 446 yards and 
no touchdowns. 

"People talk about his 
progress, but he's been a good 
player since I can remember," 
head coach Bill Snyder said. 
"Sometimes you get your op- 
portunities, sometimes you 
don't. There's just a couple 
ballgames that he got more op- 
portunities than otherwise." 



Big 12 championship: historic victory resonates for players 11 years later 



By Adam Suderman 
the collegian 



Stepping onto the turf of 
Arrowhead Stadium on Dec. 
6, 2003 for the Big 12 Cham- 
pionship game was nothing 
short of destiny in the mind of 
Andrew Shull. 

The former K-State de- 
fensive end, who sits at No. 



shot at winning a conference 
championship and it was on 
our minds from that day for- 
ward." 

The Wildcats, who en- 
tered the 2003 championship 
game as the No. 13 team in 
the country, capitalized and 
then some. 

79,451 witnessed what 
Shull as well as fellow for- 
mer defensive end Thomas 
Houchin and fullback Travis 



"The hair on my arms is standing up 
just talking about it now. It was at a 
different level, how many times are 
you going to go up against a team that 
was touted by the media as one of the 
best teams in college football history." 

Travis Wilson 

K-State fullback (2001-2003) 



10 on K-State's single-season 
sack list with 10.0, remembers 
the feeling of first playing at 
the Chiefs stadium on Aug. 
26, 2000 for the Eddie Robin- 
son Classic against Iowa. Re- 
alizing the conference cham- 
pionship would be there three 
years later gave he an 

"We started there and we 
wanted to finish there," Shull 
said. "We knew we'd have a 



Wilson did that night in one 
of the program's most memo- 
rable victories. For the former 
Wildcat trio, the victory still 
tastes as sweet nearly 1 1 years 
later. 

"Coach Snyder was mas- 
ter at planning and preparing 
and I don't think there was a 
doubt in anyone's mind that 
we were going to win that 
game," Wilson said. "To be 
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an underdog and to know that 
we had the confidence that we 
did, we were prepared by our 
coaching staff and we were 
feeling great going into the 
game." 

A nationwide perception 
had developed that Oklahoma 
was maybe even the best team 
that had ever taken the field in 
a college football game. Al- 
though very talented, it didn't 
sit well with Shull and his 
teammates at how little their 
team was talked about head- 
ing into the matchup. 

"We had the mentality that 
it was us against the world," 
Shull said. "We had to prove 
ourselves and it really made 
our team gel. On defense, we 
felt personally attacked and 
we wanted to prove that were 
a great football team." 

Kejuan Jones was just 
one piece of Oklahoma's 
strong stable of running backs 
that season and he scampered 
42 yards to give Oklahoma an 
early lead less than three min- 
utes into the game. 

"We were calm and col- 
lected from the beginning," 
Shull, who exclaimed that 
the touchdown was a result 
of broken coverage, said. "If 
there is anything I learned 
from coach Snyder, it doesn't 
matter if something bad or 
good happens, you have to 
be even-keeled. We knew we 



could get back in the game 
within two seconds and we 
felt comfortable in our abili- 
ties to do so." 

It may not have come 
within the next two seconds, 
but the next 57: 10 of game ac- 
tion fell heavily in favor of the 
then-ranked No. 13 Wildcats. 

"We were great in offense 
too," Wilson said. "Of course 
we might sputter from time to 
time, but once we maintained 
a few stops on defense against 
them, we knew could go out 
and do our business on our 
side of the ball." 

After tying the game from 
19 yards out on a pass from 
former quarterback Ell Rober- 
son to tight end Brian Casey, 
K-State responded on its very 
next possession on a 63-yard 
bomb to wide receiver James 
Terry. 

When Darren Sproles, 
who is K-State 's career leader 
in rushing yards with 4,979, 
scored from 60 yards out on 
a screen pass for Roberson's 
third touchdown pass of the 
game, it was only a matter of 
closing the second half as well 
as the game had started. 

"All we wanted to do was 
get back on the football field, 
because we knew were fixing 
to go step on their throat," 
Houchin said of the team's 
halftime mentality. "That's 
what I have to do this day re- 
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membered the most in just the 
excitement that we had and 
how much we wanted to get 
back on the field." 

The adrenaline of the po- 
tential upset fueled Wilson as 
much in this game as he can 
remember from his entire 
K-State career. Even 11 years 
later, the Howell, Michigan 
native can feel the rush of 
knowing what took place on 
that cold, December evening. 

"We were so confident 
and trusting in our team- 
mates," Wilson said. "The 
hair on my arms is standing 
up just talking about it now. It 
was at a different level, how 
many times are you going to 
go up against a team that was 
touted by the media as one of 
the best teams in college foot- 
ball history?" 

As time crept by in the 
third and fourth quarters, 
Houchin reveled in the knowl- 
edge that he and his team- 
mates had reached their goal 
and achieved the "unthink- 
able". 

"We had guys like Darren 
Howard and Mark Simoneau 
in front of us that we looked up 



to and we wanted to build off 
of that," Houchin said. "The 
camaraderie was as much off 
the field as it was on. We did 
feel like those were our broth- 
ers, those were the guys that 
we truly lived with. If any- 
body needed us at any point in 
time, those were the guys we 
were going to call. Out on the 
football field it just showed 
that much more because of 
that. We lived that from day 
one when we showed up to 
K-State." 

As Snyder and his No. 
14 Wildcats prepare to head 
to Norman for the 2014 ren- 
dition of the matchup, they'll 
hope to capture some of the 
magic that occurred on that 
special night. 

Now as an alum and also 
a fan, Houchin and his se- 
nior-season teammates can't 
wait to tune in on Saturday 
morning. 

"I have the ultimate re- 
spect for what they do and 
Coach Snyder for what 
they've done in the past and 
what they're still doing to- 
day," Houchin said. "I will not 
miss a second of that game." 
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Toughness over size for No. 20 



By Emilio Rivera 
the collegian 



a: 



dversity isn't something 
new for senior running 
■ back DeMarcus Robin- 
son, as he has been deaUng with 
it since he strapped on cleats 
for head coach Weston Schartz 
at Wichita Northwest High 
School. Since his senior season 
for the Grizzlies, he has proven 
that it isn't his size that defines 
him, but the size of the fight. 

"(Robinson) just wanted to 
win, he didn't care about per- 
sonal glory, he wanted his team- 
mates to have fun," Schartz 
said. "He would joke when it 
was time to joke and he would 
kick sombody's butt when it 
was time to kick somebody's 
butt, he knew the right buttons 
to push with his teammates." 

Robinson amassed over 
5,000 rushing yards in high 
school, including 1,720 rush- 
ing yards in his senior season. 
His performance was enough 
to gamer a first-team class 6A 
all-state selection, but he didn't 
let it define him. Whether it 
was teachers raving about him 
in the classroom or expanding 
his social boundaries within the 
school, Robinson became a stu- 
dent that Northwest was proud 
to have. 

"He worked very hard, but 
I always thought that (Robin- 
son) knew there was more to 
life then just hat football game, 
because football is important 
to him but it wasn't the only 




Senior running back DeMarcus Robinson stays ahead while Stephen F. Austin players chase him on Aug. 30 at Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 



thing," Scharts said. "He valued 
his friends, his family, but when 
it was time to work, he worked 
hard." 

In high school, his 5-foot- 
7 frame scared many coaches 
from taking a chance on the all- 
state athlete. Luckily for Robin- 
son, there was one coach in par- 
ticular who wasn't scared away. 
He brought back a memories of 



a former athlete that garnered 
plenty of attention in his college 
days for the Wildcats, while 
continuing to excel for the Phil- 
adelphia Eagles in 2014. 

"I knew that (Robinson) 
was a Division I player, but 
so many coaches are hung up 
on size, I was really worried," 
Schartz said. "When (head) 
coach (Bill) Snyder came, he 




looked at him and said 'I'll take 
him.' A lot of people passed on 
him because of his size, and 
Snyder looked at me and said 
'I had one like that before, his 
name is Darren Sproles,' Snyder 
took a chance." 

Now for the Wildcats, Rob- 
inson is getting the chance that 
he has waited for since joining 
the team in 2010. When he 
first joined, he found himself 
in a competition at running 
back. It started with K-State's 
third-leading rusher in Wild- 
cat history, Daniel Thomas in 
2010. Then he played behind 
John Hubert, who ranks second 
all-time in Wildcat history in 
rushing yards. 

Because of waiting in those 
seasons, and the talent he had 
around him all those years, he 
developed talent and experience 
to make his presence known out 
of the backfield in 2014-15. 

"DeMarcus (Robinson) is 
the most experienced back that 
we have and he has been very 
patient with us up to this time," 
Snyder said before the season. 
"(DeMarcus) understands our 
offense, he can execute our 
offense. Fundamentally, he is 



very sound." 

A part of this experience 
for Robinson is being able 
to contribute to the Wildcats 
game plan in the passing game. 
Coming into Manhattan, Rob- 
inson wasn't known as a big 
dual-threat running back, but 
rather a hard hitting player that 
would give up his body to block 
a defender. 

"He always blocked well, 
because he's tough, but he 
couldn't catch a cold in high 
school," Schartz said. "K-State 
has done a great job (in helping 
him) and he's done a great job in 
developing (what he's learned). 
In high school he didn't have 
the best hands and he knew that 
was a weakness." 

His dual-threat ability has 
become one of Robinson's big- 
gest strengths. He has become 
another option in the passing 
game for quarterback Jake Wa- 
ters and in his limited oppor- 
tunities catching the ball this 
season, Robinson averages 10.7 
yards per catch. 

"He is versatile, he can 
do it all," Waters said. "(De- 
Marcus) can catch it out of the 
backfield, run, or block. He can 
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just do it all and that is huge for 
us and huge for my confidence 
when he's back there (in the 
backfield.)" 

It's not his dual-threat abil- 
ity or his hard hitting attitude 
that gets the most attention 
from his teammates and coach- 
es. It is his ability to put the 
team before himself and to put 
the success of the team over any 
and every personal goal. 

"He's great, ultimate team 
player, I don't hear him com- 
plain a bit about 'hey I need a 
carry' or 'get me into the end 
zone,'" Waters said. "He'll do 
whatever it takes, if it takes 
him blocking a defensive end or 
a guy blitzing for us to throw, 
he'll do it. I don't ever hear him 
complaining." 

Paying dues is a term that 
is thrown around for players 
who have to work to get into 
the lineup. Through four years, 
Robinson has had to pay his 
dues. 

"Obviously, being up (at 
K-State) he's waited his turn," 
Schartz said. "He's never cried, 
complained or moaned and 
this year he's finally gotten his 
chance." 
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K-State senior running back DeMarcus Robinson takes the hand off from quarterback Jake Waters 
on Aug. 30 at Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 
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K-State running back DeMarcus Robinson escapes the UTEP defense for a touchdown on Saturday, 
Sept. 27 at Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 
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Games to watch: two top- 15 matchups highlight Big 12 competition 



By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 



No. 4 Baylor 
vs. West Virginia 
11 a.m., FOX Sports 1 
(Line: Baylor -8) 

Baylor senior quarterback 
Bryce Petty was the unanimous 
pick for preseason offensive 
player of the year in the Big 12. 
However, West Virginia senior 
signal-caller Clint Trickett looks 
like a better candidate for the 
award six games in. 

Trickett ranks third nation- 
ally with 2,203 passing yards 
this season. His 12 touchdowns 
and 68.5 completion percent- 
age comes as no surprise to 
this Mountaineers team, but for 
everyone outside of Morgan- 
town, West Virginia it's been a 
star-studded showing for a guy 
who spent time on the bench last 
year due to injury. 

Behind the play of their 
quarterback. West Virginia has 
jumped out to a 4-2 start, with 
losses only to the then No. 2 and 
No. 4-ranked teams in college 
football. A comeback victory 
against Texas Tech last weekend 
has the Mountaineers trending 
upward at the right time. 

Baylor, too, is coming off a 
come-from-behind stunner over 
TCU last weekend, in which 
the Bears used a fourth-quar- 
ter passing frenzy to spoil the 
Homed Frogs' party in Waco. 

This clash should be a fun 



No. 15 Oklahoma State 
vs. No. 12 TCU 
3 p.m., FOX Sports 1 
(Line: TCU -9) 

Following the game above 
on FOX Sports 1, Oklahoma 
State and TCU will do batde 
in a matchup of two national- 
ly-ranked teams. 

TCU lost a heartbreaker 
over the weekend, while Okla- 
homa State won on the road, 
but neither team can feel too 
good about their respective re- 
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The Oklahoma State Cowboys surge from the tunnel and take to the field before their game against the K-State Wildcats on Oct. 5, 2-13 in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 



suits. The Horned Frogs blew a 
21 -point lead in the fourth quar- 
ter in their biggest game since 
joining the conference in 2012. 
Oklahoma State struggled on 
the road in Lawrence against a 
downtrodden Jay hawks team, 
pulling out a win late to beat 
Kansas 27-20. 

Junior quarterbacks Daxx 
Garman for Oklahoma State 
and Trevone Boykin for TCU 
have both stepped up to lead 
their teams to success so far this 
season. With Saturday looking 
like a duel through the air, it 
may come down to defense and 
turnovers to decide which team 
remains in the thick of the con- 
ference-title hunt. 




Iowa State vs. Texas 
7p.m.,WatchESPN 
(Line: Texas -12.5) 

With all this talk about 
championships and playoff 
scenarios, it's easy to forget 
that some teams are just simply 
looking for some wins. Such is 
the case for both Iowa State and 
Texas. 

Iowa State snapped a two- 
game losing streak last weekend 
in an unusual out-of-conference 
game at home against Toledo. 
However, the win wasn't exact- 
ly comfortable, as the Cyclones 
rode the coattails of junior quar- 
terback Sam Richardson and his 
351 passing yards to a 37-30 
victory. 

Texas fell behind to Okla- 



homa 31-13 early in the fourth 
quarter Saturday before scoring 
1 3 -unanswered points in a 3 1 -26 
loss. The Longhoms will have 
to hang their hats on that fact if 
they hope to rebound from a 2-4 
start with a win at home against 
Iowa State in week eight. 




Kansas vs. Texas Tech 
2:30 p.m. 

(Line: Texas Tech -14) 

You know things are bad 
when you let a solid road win 
slip from your hands late in the 
fourth quarter. You know things 
are really bad when you blow a 
chance to capture your second 
conference win in three years. 
But that's the reality for Texas 
Tech and Kansas this season. 



The Red Raiders should 
be 3-3, coming off a good road 
win in Morgantown over West 
Virginia. But alas. Mountain- 
eers quarterback Clint Trickett 
had other ideas. Kansas should 
be in the same boat when it 
comes to record. The Jay hawks 
nearly took to their goalposts in 
celebration last weekend, but a 
99-yard kickoff return with less 
than seven minutes to play put 
that plan on the back burner. 

If you're a fan of struggling 
football, this game is for you. 




matchup was figured to be a 
heavy-hitter battle of two top- 
10 teams. However, three loss- 
es between the two teams in as 
many weeks has fans a little less 
enthusiastic for this one. 

Texas A&M enters Sat- 
urday on a two-game losing 
streak, albeit to the No. 1 and 
No. 3 teams in the country. 
Sophomore quarterback Kenny 
Hill hasn't quite played to ex- 
pectations thus far, but he'll be 
needed if the Aggies have any 
chance at knocking off Alabama 
on the road in a stadium where 
the Crimson Tide haven't lost 
since 2012. 



No. 21 Texas A&M 
vs. No. 7 Alabama 
2:30 p.m., CBS 
(Line: Alabama -12) 

Just a few weeks ago, this 



Q-and-A with senior sports columnist Jenni Carlson of the Oklahoman 



By Adam Suderman 
the collegian 



Q: Within the last two 
weeks, Oklahoma's repu- 
tation has shifted from a 
near playoff lock to one of 
three or four teams who 
have a good shot at winning 
the Big 1 2. How do you feel 
head coach Bob Stoops has 
handled this with the team? 

A: Frankly, Oklahoma had 
so many struggles against TCU 
that I'm not sure Stoops could 
focus on the whole change in 
reputation. He had to worry 
about why his offensive line 
was struggling to block and 
his quarterback was struggling 
to throw and his defense was 
struggling to defend the pass. 
The warts uncovered in the TCU 
game have undoubtedly been 
the focus in the past week, plus 
that probably helped this team 
to focus its attention on getting 
better instead of worrying about 
the playoff. 

Q: Although it wasn't pret- 
ty, winning games like this 
past Saturday can be huge. 
What was the mood like for 
this team after pulling out a 
close victory over Texas? 
A: The mood after beating 



Texas is always upbeat. Now, 
there was plenty of hand- wring- 
ing in the fanbase and the media. 
Many of the issues that cost 
Oklahoma against TCU were 
still evident against Texas, even 
though the Sooners beat the 
Longhoms. So there are still 
plenty of reasons for concern. 
But, for the players and the 
coaches, they realize that beating 
Texas is an absolute must. And 
even though they weren't al- 
ways at their best Saturday, they 
figured out a way to win and that 
was reason to celebrate. 

Q: What has been most 
impressive in the develop- 
ment of Samaje Ferine? 

A: The fact that he seems 
to get stronger as the game goes 
on has been most impressive to 
me. Remember, this guy is a true 
freshman playing running back. 
That's an extremely physically 
demanding position, but he has 
managed the physicality plus 
the learning curve of being a 
freshman. We heard throughout 
the summer and preseason that 
Ferine had been impressive in 
workouts and practice, and yet, 
I don't think anyone could've 
imagined he'd be this refined, 
powerful or effective this early 
in his career. 



Q: There has always been 
an interest in Blake Bell in 
the state of Kansas since he 
played high school football 
here. How do you feel he 
has embraced the change 
of pace as he progresses to- 
ward the end of his career? 

A: Would Bell prefer to 
still be playing quarterback? 
If you put truth serum in him, 
I suspect he'd say yes. But the 
hallmark of his career has been 
doing what's best for the team. 
Whether it was running the Bell- 
dozer, being the second-team 
quarterback or moving to tight 
end. Bell has always done what 
was needed. And at tight end, he 
has done well. He is blocking 
well, catching well and playing 
well. I'm not sure what this 
means for his future, but with 
his willingness to do whatever 
has been needed during his 
career - his legacy as a Sooner 
-is secure. 

Q: Simply put, winning in 
Norman, Oklahoma is no 
easy task. However, K-State 
is one of the few to pull it 
off in recent years. How do 
you feel that will impact 
the Sooners as they pre- 
pare for Snyder's crew? 

A: Do some of the players 
remember losing to K-State at 




home a couple years ago? Sure. 
But I'm of the opinion that a 
lot of these guys wake up in 
a new world every day. They 
have short memories, so what 
happened two years ago seems 
long ago and far away. The thing 
you can definitely say, though, 
is the Sooners know that they're 
in for a battle. The Wildcats 
don't beat themselves, they're 



physical and they'll beat you if 
you're not ready. 

Q: Do you have a score pre- 
diction for the game? If so, 
a few sentences detailing 
that would be great! 

A: I'll go Oklahoma 31, 
K-State 23. The reason that 
I'm picking Oklahoma is that 
we know way more about the 



COURTESY OF ThE OkLAHOMAN 



Sooners than the Wildcats. 
K-State hasn't really played 
anyone good beyond Auburn, 
and I'm just not convinced that 
the Wildcats are as good as their 
ranking. Could K-State win? 
Sure. But since we haven't seen 
the Wildcats win a road game 
this big or beat a team this good, 
I'll go with the Sooners in a 
close game. 
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Top 5 Big 12 defensive players: 
TCU's Dawson takes over No. 1 spot 




No. 1: TCU LB 
Paul Dawson 
(Last week: 2) 

Dawson was not the reason 
his unit allowed 61 points to 
Baylor. He was disruptive with 
two sacks, a pass breakup and 
a forced fumble. He also had 
18 total tackles in the contest. 
After Saturday's performance, 
he is first in the Big 12 in tackles 
per game with 11 .0 and fourth 
in tackles for loss with 1 .40 per 
contest. 

After facing two top five 
teams, TCU faces another 
challenge with No. 15 Oklaho- 
ma State. The squad is 25th in 
the country in points per game 
(37.2), so Dawson will have 
a sizable challenge with head 
coach Mike Gundy's offensive 
units. 



No. 2: Kansas LB 
Ben Heeney 
(Last week: 3) 

Heeney's team lost on 
Saturday, but he had a monster 
game with 14 total tackles, 
3 .5 tackles for loss and a sack. 
The Jayhawks allowed just 3.1 
yards per carry, which slowed 
down Oklahoma State's prolific 
offense. 

Heeney leads the Big 12 in 
total tackles and tackles for loss. 
His relentless pursuit of the ball 
makes him a humongous asset 
for the Kansas defense. 

Kansas will face Texas 
Tech on Saturday and because 
of Heeney and his presence in 
the front seven, the Red Raiders 
will be forced to do most of their 
offensive work through the air, 
so Heeney will be forced to make 
his presence in a different way. 

No. 3: Baylor DE 
Shawn Oakman 
(Last week: unranked) 

Oakman earned a spot in 
the power rankings this week 
because of his play earlier in the 
season. He had a nice day on 
Saturday, which added to an im- 
pressive list of games for him so 
far in 2014. He had seven tackles 
and one tackle for loss in his 
team's wild victory against TCU. 




Parker Robb | the collegian 

Kansas linebacker Ben Heeley chases down K-State runningback 
John Hubert as Hubert finds and exploits a hole in the Jayhawks' 
defense during the 2013 Sunflower Showdown Nov. 30, 2013 at 
Memorial Stadium in Lawrence. 



He also recovered a fumble. 

Oakman has been very 
disruptive in the backfield 
throughout the season. He ranks 
second in the Big 12 in sacks per 
game, as well as fifth in tackles 
for loss per game. 

The junior pass rusher 
must get to the quarterback this 
week when his team faces West 
Virginia. The Mountaineers earn 
the seventh most yards per game 
through the air, so Oakman's pass 
rush will be vital for his unit's 



No. 4: Oklahoma CB 
Zack Sanchez 
(Last week: unranked) 

Sanchez's season has been 
all about creating havoc in the 
secondary. He has intercepted 
a pass in each of the Sooners' 
victories this season. 

Last week against Texas, 
Sanchez turned his interception 
into a 43-yard touchdown. His 
five takeaways this season are the 
most in the Big 12. He has bro- 
ken up three additional passes, 
which brings his total of passes 
defended to eight. That is tied for 
the third best in the Big 12. 

The Sooner's opponent this 
week is K-State. A lot of the pres- 
sure for the defense to play well 
falls on Sanchez's shoulders. If 
Sanchez can disturb the Wildcats' 
offense, Oklahoma has a good 
chance of earning a victory. 

No. 5: Texas DT 
Malcolm Brown 
(Last week: 1) 

After starting the season 
strong. Brown has had pedes- 
trian numbers in in his past two 
games. He has not had a sack or 
a tackle for loss since the Long- 
horn's matchup against Kansas. 

Brown is still a force in the 
middle of the field. It is difficult 
for defensive tackles to accumu- 
late many stats because it's easy 
to double team them with a cen- 
ter and a guard. Brown's ability 
to command double teams frees 
up his teammates to make plays. 
That's why Texas is tied for the 
conference lead in sacks. 

Brown could start mak- 
ing plays for himself again on 
Saturday against Iowa State. The 
Cyclones offense has not been 
good, so look for Brown to have 
a big day. 

Austin Earl is a sopho- 
more in fisliing, wildlife and 
conservation biology. Please 
send comments to sports® 
kstatecollegian. com. 
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The campus sports editors of the conference release the 


week 8 edition of their power rankings 


No. 1 


No. 6 


Baylor 


West Virginia 


No. 2 


No. 7 


TCU 


Texas 


No. 3 


No. 8 


Oklahoma 


Texas Tech 


No. 4 


No. 9 


Kansas State 


Iowa State 


No. 5 


No. 10 


Oklahoma State 


Kansas 



K-State rushing 
defense: where 
does it rank? 

1. Louisville, 60.3 ypg 

2. Penn State, 60.8 ypg 

3. Alabama, 68.8 ypg 

4. K-State, 81.4 ypg 

5. Michigan State, 81.5 ypg 

6. Virginia, 91.5 ypg 

7. BYU, 92.2 ypg 

8. Michigan, 93.6 ypg 

9. Boston College, 99.8 ypg 

10. Stanford, 99.8 ypg 



Best units in 
K-State history 

2002, 69.5 ypg 
2001, 96.5 ypg 
2000, 98.2 ypg 
1998, 98.3 ypg 
2009, 105.4 ypg 
2003, 108.8 ypg 
1999, 111.0 ypg 
1995, 114.0 ypg 
1969, 118.2 ypg 
2012, 126.8 ypg 




Top 5 Big 12 offensive players: 
West Virginia's White mal<es his debut 



Waters is the most mobile quarterback in the 
Big 12. TCU's Trevone Boykin comes in a close 
second, however. Even with the strength of his 
legs, Waters' ability to step back and throw is one 
of the conference's best. Overall, his ability to 
create yardage in both offensive platforms is an 
extremely valuable asset. 

Waters leads his team and ranks eighth in the 
league in rushing yards per game, averaging 64 
yards on the ground. Add in Waters' ability to get 
out of the pocket and find an open target and you 
have as well-rounded of a quarterback as you're 
going to find. 

No. 4: Oklahoma QB Trevor Knight 
(Last week: 3) 

Simply put, the sophomore standout has 
once again slipped into the "pressure zone" that 
comes with playing for Bob Stoops and Oklaho- 
ma. Keeping the Sooners out of the loss column 
against Texas has aided his standing within our 
rankings. He has been criticized recently for 
his play when the stress gets turned on and that 
criticism is more than valid. He is significantly 
worse on third downs than on any other down, 
only completing 44.2 percent of his passes and 
throwing three interceptions. 

Against the Longhoms, the Oklahoma 
offense struggled mightily on third down, con- 
verting only one of 11 attempts. However, a key 
conversion on the final drive of the game sealed 
the victory for Knight and company. 

No. 5: West Virginia WR Kevin White 
(Last week: unranked) 

In an often overlooked offense. White has 
become a standout next to his senior signal-call- 
er Clint Trickett. He has a six-game streak of 
100-plus receiving yards and has become his 
quarterback's favorite target. 

Already racking up 888 receiving yards. 
White is on top of the nation's rankings in both 
receiving yards and yards per game. The senior 
wide receiver is a deep threat for any secondary 
he faces and can cause significant mismatches 
with his tall, physical frame. He will have his 
chance to prove how good he really is this week- 
end against one of the Big 12's best defenses as 
Baylor steps into Morgantown, West Virginia. 

Emilio Rivera is a sopliomore in mass 
communications. Please send comments to 
sports@kstatecollegian. com. 



Emilio Rivera 
the collegian 



No. 1: Baylor QB Bryce Petty 
(Last week: 1 ) 

After a hard test against an upset-minded 
Texas team two weeks ago. Petty silenced his 
critics and threw for 510 yards and six touch- 
downs against a TCU defense that was being 
hailed as one of the best defenses in the Big 12 
and in the country. 

He stands as the lead of Baylor's potent 
offense that ranks first in every - yes every - 
offensive team statistic in the Big 12. He carries 
an impressive 17-2 record as the starter for 
the fourth-ranked Bears. The bad news for the 
Big 12 is that with his back coming closer to 
full strength, Petty's arm will keep his team in 
the hunt for a potential national championship 
playoff berth. 

No. 2: West Virginia QB Clint Trickett 
(Last week: 4) 

Consistency has been Trickett's greatest 
asset in 2014-15. While he doesn't strike much 
respect out of the media for being in the category 
of Petty and Knight, he has proven that he is a 
legitimate threat to any defense. 

Behind an average of 367.2 passing yards 
per game, Trickett tops the list in the Big 12 for 
that statistical category. Many assumed that once 
the Big 12 season was in full swing, his passing 
numbers would have dropped off. While he 
hasn't responded with another 500-yard game 
like he showed against Maryland, he has yet to 
drop below the 300-yard mark in a game this 
season. 

No. 3: K-State QB Jake Waters 
(Last week: 2) 

In a league full of the pro- style, pass-first 
quarterbacks, you could make an argument that 
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By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 
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Junior wide receiver Sterling Shepard's 
total receiving yards through six games 

K-State fans often boast about their star-studded 
senior wide receiver, Tyler Lockett. Sooner fans do the 
same, only for Sterling Shepard. 

The Oklahoma junior is off to a hot start, averaging 
119 yards a game. Shepard may only have four touch- 
downs, but that's hardly alarming when he's coming up 
big in big-time games — his 215 yards against TCU be- 
ing one example. 

Unfortunately for Oklahoma, Shepard has been 
about it when it comes to receiving. The next four receiv- 
ers combine for just 65 1 receiving yards and two touch- 
downs. So far Shepard has done well with the bullseye on 
his back, but defenses will find a way to slow him down 
at some point this season. This has everyone in Norman 
asking: Who will step up then? 
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Number of teams K-State has held under 
70 rushing yards this season 

Through five games, K-State has faced the No. 
14-ranked rushing offense and the No. 15 -ranked lead- 
ing rusher in the country (who was ranked fourth prior to 
facing K-State). Yet, the Wildcats are only giving up — 
what seems like — a microscopic average of 81.4 yards 
per game. That's good for fourth-best in FBS, in case you 
weren't aware. 

To say this K-State defense is good at stopping the 
run would be an understatement. It's downright dominat- 
ing. Auburn was held to their worst rushing total since 
head coach Gus Malzahn took over the program prior 
to last season. Stephen F. Austin, UTEP and Texas Tech 
rushed for 69, 59 and 46 yards, respectively. 

As the last entry shows, if you can stop Oklahoma's 
running game, there's a good chance you'll still be in the 
game in the fourth quarter with a chance for glory. That 
may be all K-State needs to pull out a big road win. 



Bob Stoops' home win total in 16 seasons at 
Oklahoma 

Gaylord Family Memorial Stadium in Norman, 
Oklahoma has been a deathtrap for opposing teams for 
nearly two decades under head coach Bob Stoops. In fact, 
you can count on one hand the times Oklahoma has lost at 
home since 1999, Stoops' first year. 

At just over 82,000 seats. Memorial Stadium is big 
enough to intimidate and small enough to make oppos- 
ing teams feel like the crowd is breathing down their 
necks. That's why when K-State pulled off a major up- 
set in 2012 over the then- sixth-ranked Sooners, so many 
around the country began to call the Wildcats National 
Title contenders. 

Turnovers played a major part in that 24-19 K-State 
win two years ago, and will likely be a deciding factor 
Saturday in front of another packed house. 
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Oklahoma's average rushing yards in their 
last two games 

Oklahoma's typical two-pronged offensive attack 
has been limited in their last two games due to their in- 
ability to consistently run the ball. The Sooners racked 
up a mere 103 yards on the ground last weekend against 
Texas, 30 of which came on one run by a wide receiver. 
A week prior, Oklahoma rushed for 151 yards in a 37-33 
road loss against TCU. 

With a first-year back running behind a laboring of- 
fensive line, it's no surprise the Sooners have stumbled 
out of the gate in conference play, especially against two 
of the conference's best defenses. K-State has shown the 
ability to stop the run this season, so expect Saturday to 
be "gut-check time" for the Oklahoma rushing attack. 



Students present research at annual event 

Lauren Garrison I COLI.KllAN 

The third annual Midwest Fisheries Student Colloquium 
was held Friday and Saturday at the Konza Prairie Biological 
Station. The colloquium is hosted annually by the K-State 
Student Subunit of the American Fisheries Society. 
The American Fisheries Society is a national group, 
ifi^ and K-State has its own subunit made up of graduate and 
undei^duate students. According to the society's Web site, 
its mission is (o "improve the conservation and sustainibility 
; of fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems." 

The society accomplishes this goal by promoting events 
for students across the U.S. who are interested in or are 
. studying fish or aquatic science. 

The colloquium is meant to attract students attend- 
ing universities around the Midwest who are studying 
fish or aquatic ecosystems. 

Joe Gerken, president of the K-State group and 
graduate student in biology, said the purpose of 
the colloquium is to further the professional de- 
velopment of students studying fisheries at In- 
state and other Midwestern universities. 
There were 45 students who attended from 
Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, 
Missouri, Oklahoma and Kansas. 
"Friday night consisted of a meal, social 
and poster session," said Andrea Severson, 
secretary and treasurer of the K-State group 
and graduate student in fisheries. 

Gerken said the purpose of the social 
was to engage the students in an infor- 
mal environment to build profession- 
al relationships with one another. 
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